
D A N E  C O U N T Y  

Comprehensive Plan 

For Information or a Copy of this Plan Contact: 
Dane County Planning & Development 

City-County Building -- Rm. 116 
210 Martin Luther King Jr. Blvd  

Madison, WI 53703-3342 
Phone 608.266.4251 • Fax 608.267.1540 



 

Table of Contents 

Volume I 7 
Chapter 1: Introduction to the Plan 7 
Public Participation 7 
Plan Structure 8 

Relationship to local plans -- the Farmland Preservation model 8 
Existing Land Use Decisions....9 
Relationship to Other Countywide Plans 10 

Planning Process 10 
Key Planning Issues 10 

Urban Service Areas .................11 
Environmental and Open Space Corridors 11 
Parks and Open Space .............11 
Farmland Preservation .............11 

Required Planning Concepts 12 
Local Comprehensive Planning Goals 12 
Smart Growth Areas ................12 

Chapter 2: Housing 13 
Vision Statement 13 
Existing Housing Conditions 13 
Housing Programs 13 
Housing Goals & Objectives 13 
Housing Policy Recommendations 13 

Implementation Tools .............13 
Chapter 3: Transportation14 
Vision Statement 14 
Existing Transportation Network 14 
Applicable State and Regional Transportation Plans 14 
Transportation Goals & Objectives 14 
Transportation Policy Recommendations 14 

Implementation Tools .............14 

ii 



 

Chapter 4: Utilities and Community Facilities 15 
Vision Statement 15 
Existing and Future Utility and Community Facility Needs 15 
Utilities and Community Facilities Goals & Objectives 15 
Utilities and Community Facilities Policy Recommendations 15 

Implementation Tools .............15 
Chapter 5: Agricultural, Natural and Cultural Resources 16 
Vision Statement 16 
Agricultural Resources 16 

Agricultural Resource Goals & Objectives: 16 
Agricultural Resources Policies & Programs: 18 

Natural Resources 21 
Land Resources Goals & Objectives: 21 
Land Resources Policies & Programs: 24 
Water Resources Goals & Objectives: 29 
Water Resources Policies & Programs: 33 
Wildlife Resources Goals & Objectives: 42 
Wildlife Resources Policies & Programs: 44 
Mineral Resources.....................46 

Cultural Resources 49 
Historic & Archaeological Resources Goals & Objectives: 49 
Historic & Archaeological Resources Policies & Programs: 52 

Chapter 6: Economic Development 54 
Vision Statement 54 
Existing Economic Development Conditions 54 

Economic Development Programs 54 
Environmentally Contaminated Sites54 
Strengths and Weaknesses for Economic Development 54 
Economic Development Goals & Objectives 54 
Economic Development Policy Recommendations 54 

Implementation Tools .............54 
Chapter 7: Intergovernmental Cooperation 55 
Vision Statement 56 
Intergovernmental Goals & Objectives 56 
The Dane County Role 57 
Regional Context 59 

Towns .........................................59 
Villages........................................60 
Cities ...........................................60 
School Districts .........................61 
Region.........................................62 
Adjacent Counties.....................64 
State.............................................66 

iii 



 

Examples of Existing Intergovernmental Cooperation 68 
Conflicts and Resolutions 71 

Existing or Potential Conflicts71 
Conflict Resolution Process....72 

Intergovernmental Policy Recommendations 73 
Chapter 8: Land Use 75 
Vision Statement 75 
Existing and Forecasted Land Use 75 

Opportunities for Redevelopment 78 
Land Use Conflicts ...................79 

Land Use Goals & Objectives 80 
Land Use Policy Recommendations80 

Ordinance Amendments .........80 
Planning Technical Assistance85 

Chapter 9: Implementation88 
Implementation Tools 88 
Adoption, Evaluation, Amendments and Updates 88 
Integration of Plan Elements 88 
Implementation Timeline 88 
Review Process 88 

Local Plan Review (Plan Development & Consistency) 88 
Implementation Review (Rezone Consistency with County & Local Plan) 88 
Consistency Requirements by Jurisdiction 88 

Implementation Tools 89 
Transfer of Development Rights* 89 
Best Management Practices.....89 

Volume II 90 
Chapter 1: Background and Existing Conditions 90 
Issues and Opportunities 91 

Population..................................91 
Table I-1: Population 1970 - 2000 91 
Table I-3: School Enrollment & Educational Attainment: 1990-2000* 93 
Table I-5: Dane County Population Mobility 95 

Population Forecasts by Age: 2000-2030 95 
Table I-6: Dane County Population Forecasts by Age Group:  2000 – 2030 96 

Summary of Demographic Shifts: 2000-2030 97 
Housing 99 
Table H-1: Distribution of Persons Per Household: 1990-2000 99 

Household Size .........................99 
Table H-2: Average Household Size100 

iv 



 

Household Type......................101 
Table H-4: Housing Stock by Type:  1970 – 2000 102 
Household Growth ................103 

Table H-5: Households: 1970 - 2000103 
Table H-6: Housing Construction by Type:  1990–2001 104 

Housing Tenure ......................104 
Table H-7: Housing Units by Tenure: 1970 - 2000 105 

Housing Costs as a Percentage of Household Income 106 
Table H-8: Housing Costs as a Percentage of Household Income by Tenure: 1999

 106 
Table H-9: Age of Year-Round Occupied Housing Stock:  1990 106 

Age of the Housing Stock .....107 
Housing Vacancy ....................107 
Housing Value and Rental Rates107 

Table H-10: Median Value of Owner-Occupied Housing Units:  1980 - 2000 107 
Table H-11: Median Monthly Rental Rates of Renter-Occupied Housing Units:  1980 - 

2000 108 
Assisted Rental Housing Units109 

Table H-12: Assisted Rental Housing in Dane County 2002 109 
Housing and Household Forecasts: 2000-2030 110 

Table H-13: Dane County Housing Forecast by Tenure: 2000-2030 110 
Table H-14: Housing Forecast by Planning Sector 112 
Transportation 113 

Inventory of Transportation Planning in Dane County: 113 
Table T-2: Commuting to Work: 1990-2000* 114 
Table T-3: Place of Work: 2000* 114 

Commuting to Work ..............114 
Utilities and Community Facilities 116 

Child Care ................................116 
Libraries....................................122 
Fire Districts ............................127 
Police.........................................128 
Telecommunications ..............129 

Agricultural, Natural, and Cultural Resources 132 
Farm Operator Demographics and Tenure by Wisconsin Counties, 1997 132 
Water Resources .....................135 
Land Resources .......................136 

Economic Development 137 
Table E-1: Dane County Labor Force by Age: 2000-2030 137 

Labor Force Forecasts: 2000-2030 137 
Household Income.................138 

v 



 

Table E-2: Median Household Income 1979-1999 138 
Table E-3A: Distribution of Households by Income: 1989 - 1999 139 
Table E-3B: Distribution of Households by Income: 1999 139 
Table E-4: Income by Type 1989-1999139 
Table E-5: Poverty Status 1989-1999140 

Employment ............................141 
Table E-6: Occupation of the Employed: 1980 – 2000 141 
Table E-7: Industry of Employed: 1980 – 2000* 142 
Table E-7A: Employed Working in Dane County by Industry: 1980 – 2000 143 
Table E-7B: Employers in Dane County by Industry: 1980 – 2000 145 
Table E-7C: Employers per Establishment in Dane County: 1980 – 2000 145 
Table E-7D: Average Annual Wages: 1980 – 2000 145 
Intergovernmental Cooperation 146 

Existing Intergovernmental Cooperation Inventory 146 
Land Use 148 

Countywide Land Use Inventory148 
Land Use Inventories: 1970-2000 149 

Table L-1: Land Use in Dane County: 1970 – 2000 149 
Table L-2: Dane County Housing and Residential Land Use: 1970 - 2000 151 
Table L-3: Dane County Housing and Residential Land Use: City, Village and Town 

Totals 151 
Table L-4: Dane County Housing and Residential Land Use: Larger Cities 151 
Table L-5: Land Use in Dane County and the City of Madison in 2000 152 

Developed Land Use Forecasts: 2000-2030 154 
Table L-6: Dane County Developed Land Demand: 2000-2030 154 

Residential Land Demand. ....155 
Implementation 156 
List of Tables & Charts 156 
List of Maps 156 

Volume III 156 
Appendix A: Public Participation Plan 156 
Appendix B: Survey Results 14 
Appendix C: Focus Groups 15 
Appendix D: County Board Resolutions 16 

RES. 9, 03-04.............................16 
RES.301, 03-04..........................17 

vi 


